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PREFACE. 


Away  from  controversy^  In  the  near  presence  of 
death,  one  asks  oneself  "  Why  am  I  a  Christian  ?  " 
Conventional  phrases  fall  away  as  leaves  in  frost, 
with  all  that  is  superficial  and  adventitious.  Only 
what  is  intrinsic  remains,  what  has  been  assimi- 
lated and  made  one's  own  by  experience. 

It  may  help  others,  to  try  to  set  forth  plainly 
Avhat  is  the  essential  character  of  our  faith  and  on 
what  foundation  it  rests  really:  for,  both  in  attack- 
ing and  defending  Christianity,  there  is  sometimes 
a  kind  of  unreality  from  the  non-observance  of 
proportion  ;  too  often  the  attention,  which  should 
be  concentrated  on  what  is  vital,  is  distracted  b}' 
what  are  comparatively  irrelevancics. 

Here  is  no  attempt  to  go  behind  the  general!}- 
acknowledged  phenomena  of  consciousness.  It  is 
taken  as  granted,  that  there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong 
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morally ;  that  in  believing  the  intellect  assents, 
but  that  this  assent  is  sterile  and  inoperative  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  our  emotive  being,  and 
unless  ratified  by  the  will ;  and  that  in  the  action 
of  the  will  the  Holy  Spirit,  unless  we  reject  His 
aid,  enables  our  spirit  to  decide  rightly. 

Such  as  it  is  may  He  deign  to  bless  this  en- 
deavour. 

Malvern, 
March,  1890, 


WHY  DO  I  BELIEVE? 


I. 

CHRIST  JESUS. 

I  TRUST  Him,  because  I  know  of  none,  nor  can 
imagine  any,  approaching  Him  in  goodness.  As 
pourtrayed  in  the  New  Testament,  as  Man,  He 
is  not  only  more  true,  more  kind,  more  pure 
than  others,  but  absolutely  true,  kind,  pure ;  not 
merely  more  unselfish  than  others,  but  absolutely 
unselfish.  Therefore,  as  I  trust  my  fellow-man, 
who  proves  himself  trustworthy,  even  though  he 
may  be  not  without  fault,  much  more  I  trust  One 
who  is  transcendent  in  hohness.  Even  were  re- 
search not  able,  as  it  is,  to  assure  me  thiit  tlic 
record  of  His  life  is  authentic,  still  I  should  be 
sure  that  such  a  character  could  not  be  inwntcd. 

L'invcnteur  en   serait    plus   incro\'able   cjue  Ic 
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heros."  Because  He  is  sinless,  therefore  it  cannot 
be  but  that  He  must  rise  from  the  grave ;  He 
is  too  "  holy "  to  "  see  corruption "  ;  Death  can 
have  "no  dominion  over  Him."  Because  He  is 
sinless,  His  personal  unity  with  the  Father  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  never  interrupted  and  He  could 
do  wonders.  Because  He  is  sinless,  only  they 
could  see  Him  risen  and  glorified  who  had  a 
longing  for  holiness.  Therefore  this  spotless  Man 
constrains  my  assent  to  His  claim  to  be  the  Son 
of  God,  and  I  can  trust  everything  to  Him.  On 
"  this  rock  "  my  faith  rests.  Other  foundation 
can  no  man  lay."  His  sinlessness  is  ''the  corner- 
stone" of  the  temple.  I  am  a  Christian,  because 
I  believe  in  Christ. 

II. 

CHRIST  AND  MYSELF. 

So  far  this  is  assent  in  the  abstract.  But 
conscience,  aware  of  inherent  pravity,  looking  how 
to  be  set  free  from  it,  responds  to  Him  as,  first,  the 
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perfect  example^  teaching  by  word  and  deed,  and, 
next,  which  is  far  better,  as  identifying  Himself 
with  me,  that  He  may  suffer  for  me,  and  identifying 
me  with  Himself,  that  He  may  impart  to  me  His 
heavenliness ;  by  this  identification  taking  our 
mortal  nature,  giving  His  immortal.  A  Jew  proud, 
prejudiced,  ambitious,  but  with  a  latent  longing  for 
something  better,  saw  in  the  graciousness  of  a 
young  Christian  martyr  a  reflexion  of  heavenly 
lineaments.  Longing  to  be  saved  from  himself,  he 
became  the  foremost  champion  of  the  faith  which 
he  had  persecuted,  and  gave  up  all  that  he  had 
lived  for,  to  give  himself  to  Christ,  staking  every- 
thing on  his  personal  faith  in  the  person  of  Christ. 
Unless  in  me,  as  in  St.  Paul,  there  is  sorrow^,  not 
simply  for  the  consequences  of  sin  but  for  the 
sin,  "  there  is  no  beauty  in  Christ  that  I  sl^ould 
desire  Him.''  But  if  I  find  in  Him  alone  all 
that  my  conscience  tells  me  that  I  should  aim  at 
becoming,  and  in  Him  alone,  for  llis  sufferings 
are  a  gauge  of  His  love,  free  and  full  forgi\-cncss, 
then  the  heart  and  the  will  consent  to  the  jiulg- 
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ment  of  the  reason.  ''Whom  have  I  in  heaven 
but  Thee?  And  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I 
desire  in  comparison  of  Thee."  He  has  died  for 
me,  and  for  me  He  Hves  for  ever. 


III. 

CHRIST  AND  CORROBORATIONS  OF  OUR  FAITH. 

Thus  faith  in  Christ  is,  intrinsically,  the  sur- 
render of  self  to  Him,  come  what  may,  because  H^e 
is  what  He  is.  But  there  is  much  to  corroborate 
my  trust  in  Him.  Prophecies  which  have  been 
accomplished,  acts  of  beneficence  evincing  a  power 
inexplicable,  the  high  morality  of  the  gospel,  the 
adaptability  of  the  gospel  to  all  natures  and  cir- 
cumstances, the  ameliorating  tendencies  of  the 
gospel,  where  it  has  free  play,  the  unexampled 
progress  of  the  Church  among  the  foremost  races 
of  the  world  in  spite  of  the  terrible  inconsistencies 
of  Christians,  above  all  the  testimony  of  Christians 
witliout  number,  who  have  found  in  Christ  a  peace 
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which  nothing  else  could  give — all  these  combine 
cumulatively  to  deepen  my  trust  in  Him.  "  I 
know  in  whom  I  have  believed." 

IV. 

CHRIST  AND  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES. 

The  Bible  tells  me  of  Christ.  It  is  the  gradual 
unfolding  of  the  divine  purpose,  "at  sundry  times 
and  in  divers  manners,"  till  in  "the  fulness  of  times" 
the  Son  of  God  comes.  The  light  widens  and 
deepens  till  "the  Sun  of  righteousness"  arises,  "the 
true  Light,"  "  the  Light  of  the  world."  The  Bible 
shews  the  preparation  of  the  world  for  the  Birth  in 
Bethlehem,  shews  the  results  which  have  flowed 
from  that  event.  It  speaks  of  Christ  directh% 
implicitly,  in  anticipation,  in  retrospect.  Even  pas- 
sages which  seem  less  spiritual  than  others,  as  the 
history  of  wars  between  Israel  and  Judah,  display 
God's  overruling  Providence  preparing  the  world. 

In  the  Bible  God  reveals  Himself,  not  merely 
as  we  surmise  of  Him  in  nature,  but  explicitly, 
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SO  far  as  we  can  bear  it.  I  do  not  go  to  the  Bible 
to  learn  geology,  nor  astronomy,  nor  whatever  else 
can  be  learnt  otherwise,  but  to  learn  about  God 
and  my  soul. 

The  difficulties  in  the  Bible  I  need  not  be  careful 
to  have  solved.  The  attempt  to  solve  them  may 
be  interesting  and,  sometimes,  successful.  But 
difficulties  are  to  be  expected  in  a  revelation  of 
truths  which  transcend  our  faculties.  Were  there 
no  difficulties  in  believing,  faith  would  not  be 
exercised  fully.  If  I  really  trust  Christ,  Biblical 
difficulties,  as  about  the  Gadarenes,  dwindle  into 
insignificance.  What  I  seek  and  find  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, in  a  way  not  possible  otherwise,  is  to  know 
God  revealing  Himself  in  Christ,  and  to  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Holy  Spirit  speaking  even  to  me. 

V. 

CHRIST  AND  SCIENCE. 

There  cannot  be  contradiction  between  the  real 
discoveries  of  science  and  the  real  meaning  of 
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revelation.  Each  must  be  true,  and  yet  the  manner 
of  reconcihng  them  may  never  be  found  out  in 
this  hfe.  We  *'  know  in  part ;  we  "  see  through  a 
glass  darkly^';  we  cannot  pour  the  ocean  into  a  httle 
hole  in  the  sand  ;  we  can  wait.  Often  the  attempt 
to  dovetail  science  and  revelation  into  one  another 
is  premature,  and  has  to  be  made  over  again. 
Science  has  not  said  her  last  word  ;  those  who  quote 
the  Bible  against  a  scientific  proposition  may,  like 
the  opponents  of  Galileo,  be  fighting  for  their  own 
figments,  not  for  a  revealed  truth.  Evolution  may 
illustrate  the  divine  prescience  more  fully  than  older 
notions  about  the  creation.  The  law  of  gravitation 
and  the  law  of  right  and  wrong  in  conduct  are  both 
verities ;  but  they  are  apprehended  through  pro- 
cesses distinct  though  analogous ;  they  touch  us  on 
different  sides  of  our  nature.  Religion  assures  us, 
what  science  intimates,  that  we  are  not  orphans. 
Christ  emboldens  us  to  say,  with  a  promise  of 
being  heard,  "  Abba,  Father  "  •  "  Our  Father,  which 
art  in  heaven." 
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VI. 

CHRIST  AND  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Church,  by  the  appointment  of  Christ, 
hands  down  to  me  the  Scriptures,  which  tell  me 
of  Him  and  relates  how  they  have  been  understood 
by  the  faithful  from  the  beginning.  The  Church 
has  "kept"  all  ''the  sayings"  and  doings  of  her 
Lord  and  "pondered  them  in  her  heart."  That 
cannot  be  the  right  interpretation  which  is  partial 
in  any  way — historically,  in  time  or  place,  or,  sub- 
stantially, by  not  taking  in  the  whole  scope  of 
what  is  written.  If  it  can  be  proved  of  any 
doctrine  that  it  has  been  non-existent  throughout 
Christendom  at  any  period,  or  that  it  has  been 
non-existent  from  the  beginning  in  any  part  of 
Christendom,  or  that  it  involves  the  rejection  of 
any  other  received  doctrine,  this  doctrine  cannot 
claim  my  adhesion.  The  Church  is  a  finger-post, 
where  truth  and  error  diverge.    Had  we  the  in- 


WHY  DO  I  BELIEVE?  15 

fallible  guidance,  which  we  are  apt  to  sigh  for, 
faith,  hope  and  love  would  be  without  the  ordeal 
which  makes  them  perfect.  We  should  be  under 
compulsion  to  believe.  If  we  love  our  King,  we 
love  the  kingdom  which  He  has  founded  among 
men,  "the  City  of  our  God,"  "the  heavenly  Sion." 
It  has  four  special  characteristics :  "  Apostolic 
doctrine.  Apostolic  fellowship,  the  breaking  of  the 
Bread,  and  the  prayers." 

VII. 

CHRIST  AND  DOCTRINE. 

The  earliest  Christian  creed  is  I  beheve  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."  The  Ethiopian's  profession  of 
faith  contained  the  creeds  of  the  Church  as  in  germ. 
In  Christ  we  have  access  to  the  Father  by  the 
Spirit;  for  "in  Ilim  dwcllcth  all  the  fulness  of  the 
Godhead  bodily";  nor  "knowcth  any  man  the 
Father  save  the  Son,  and  he,  to  whomsoever  the 
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Son  will  reveal  Him "  ;  nor  "  hath  any  man  seen 
God  at  any  time :  the  Only  Begotten  Son  of  the 
Father  He  hath  declared  Him  "  ;  and,  if  we  believe 
in  Him,  we  accept  thankfully  from  Him  the  two 
great  ordinances  which  He  has  bequeathed  to  His 
people,  with  all  the  truths  which  have  fallen  from 
His  lips  or  which  He  has  communicated  to  His 
Apostles.  Nothing  which  comes  from  Him  can  be 
unimportant.  The  devout  believer  endeavours  "  to 
fulfil  all  righteousness"  in  doctrine  as  in  practice. 
But  there  is  a  hierarchy  in  these  teachings ;  some 
are  in  their  essence  more  Hfe-giving  than  others. 
There  must  always  be  a  subjective  difference  in  the 
manner  in  which  a  truth  presents  itself  to  this  or 
that  person  ;  just  as  no  two  persons  see  the  same 
object  precisely.  The  more  mysterious  the  doc- 
trine, the  greater  is  the  irreverence  of  an  individual 
dogmatising  about  it.  But  to  think  slightly  of 
Christian  doctrine  is  to  disparage  Him,  whence 
it  emanates.  If  I  love  Christ,  I  must  ''contend 
earnestly  for  the  faith  once  [for  all]  delivered  to 
the  saints."    Wilful  indifference  or  perversity  in 
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regard  to  doctrine  may  lead  to  indifference  or 
perversity  in  practice. 


VIII. 

CHRIST  FOR  ALL. 


None  is  handicapped  "in  running  the  race  set 
before  us."  Earthly  distinctions  vanish  in  Christ ; 
in  Him  there  is  neither  learned  nor  unlearned. 
The  peasant  or  the  child  who  yields  himself  to 
Him,  by  the  very  act  accepts  implicitly  what  the 
theologian  accepts  explicitly.  They  have  "  done 
what  they  could  "  ;  they  are  responsible  for  "  what 
they  have,  not  for  what  they  have  not."  Faith, 
hope,  charity  are  independent  of  the  inequalities  of 
mental  equipment ;  these  are  not  the  person,  but 
the  dress  which  he  wears.  Those  who  have  never 
heard  of  Christ,  or,  hcarin;;"  of  II im.  arc  kept  a\va\- 
from  Him  by  accidents,  in  them  or  round  tlicm. 
which  they  cannot  control,  ma\'  be  Christians  in 
God's  sight,  potentially  and  virtually  though  not 
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actually.  Nothing  can  "  separate  us  from  the  love 
of  Christ''  but  our  deliberate  rejection  of  Him  with 
our  eyes  open.  Then  we  thrust  away  from  us  His 
saving  Arm. 

IX. 

CHRIST  AND  UNBELIEF. 

Is  it  sin  not  to  believe  in  Christ?  If  faith  in 
Christ  means  the  surrender  of  self  to  Him,  because 
in  Him,  as  Man,  is  personified  all  that  is  worthiest 
of  love  and  reverence,  then  whatever  is"  by  choice 
"  not  of  faith  is  sin "  ;  for  he  that  is  of  God 
heareth  God's  words."  But  I  will  not  believe  is 
quite  another  thing  from  I  cannot.  If  I  refuse 
to  believe  in  Him,  because  I  am  biassed  by 
unworthy  motives,  because  I  prefer  following  my 
own  wilfulness  to  obeying  His  law,  because  I  love 
my  own  gratification  more  than  His  "beauty  of 
holiness,"  ''darkness  rather  than  light,"  because  I 
admire  myself  so  blindly  and  trust  so  proudly  in 
myself  that  I  will  not  try  to  "  bring  every  thought 
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into  subjection  to  the  law  of  Christ,"  because  I 
think  that  I  "  have  no  need  of  a  Physician,"  a 
Saviour,  because  I  am  self-willed,  self-righteous, 
self-seeking, — then  my  unbelief  in  Him  is  sin.  If 
I  would  beheve  but  am  hindered  by  impediments 
insurmountable,  if  I  long  for  holiness  though  I  am 
unable  from  one  cause  or  another  not  of  my  own 
making  to  recognise,  that  perfect  holiness  is  in 
Christ  only,  if  I  am  steadfast  in  self  renunciation  for 
others,  even  though  I  fail  to  see  that  perfect  self- 
sacrifice  is  only  to  be  found  on  Calvary,  then 
surely  the  will  is  taken  for  the  deed,  and  such  an 
unbeliever  is  nearer  to  Christ  and  "  to  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven  "  than  many  a  nominal  Christian. 


THE  END. 
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